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y Cloth, textile or fabric are similar names for

manufactuwred material.
Industries
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Who passes new legislation? ‘
5

' Who wus responsible for passing the Factory Act
of) 18447 -
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1844 |

TMFWA&OJZ1844 meant that children hetween 8
N and 13 were no longer allowed to work over 6.5 howrs

ty a day. £
“5 Watch the video clip to- understand conditions and for ¢

Purther information.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.u
k/education/resources/1833-
factory-act/#iteachers-notes

5 History Hook — Starter Activity

Hook ’

The

Facto

G T,


https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/1833-factory-act/#teachers-notes

My Lord, in the case of Taylor, Ibbotson & Co. I tack the evidence from the
mouths of the boys themselves. They stated to me that they commenced work-
ing on Friday morning, the 27th of May last, at six a.a., and that, with the
esception of meal hours and one hour at midnight extra, they did not cease work-

y ing till four o’clock on Saturday evening, having been two days and a night thus

engaged. DBelieving the case scarcely possible, I asked cvery boy the same ques-
tions, and from each received the same answers. 1 then went into the house to
look at the time book, and, in the presence of one of the masters, referred to the
cruelty of the case, and stated that I should certainly punish it with all the
severity in my power. Mr. Rayner, the certificating surgeon of Bastile, was with
me at the time.
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SOURCE 1

This is an extract from a Factory Inspectors Report (1836).

1) Who gave the evidence to the factory inspector?
~ 2) Work out how many hours (not including breaks), the boys are

M reported to have worked without stopping
. 3) Which parts of the new Factory Act have been broken?
4) What does the tone of the letter tell us ahout what the factory

inspectors thought about the fum Taylor, Ibbhotson & Co?
 5) Having studied this sowrce, would yow he right to conclude that

the 1833 Factory Act did nothing to solve the problems af child
workers? Explain yow answer




Nature of the Offence,
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1) \}Vhabis/meﬂchonﬂﬂnoﬂ@noereom'd@d/?
»y 2) Work out how much is fined for the different offences

| 3) By looking at the fines, which offence is regarded as the most

servous?

4) HMWWW1833 Factory Act? Explain your answer.
(Hint: is the numhber of convictions a good or bad sign?)
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SOURCE 3

This is a photograph of workers in a factory in 1903.

1) What kind of factory is the hoy working in?

2) How old do yow think he is?

3) Write a list of all the dangers yow can see in the factory and
what you think could be done to improve them

4) This photogruph is from 1903, 70 years after the first Factory
Act. Explain whether youw think work in the factory had improved
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Por child workers by this time 3
5) Is the llustration at the top aof this page and this photograph

reliable evidence of working conditions in a factory? Give reasons §

Por your answer.
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"CHALLENGE

You are one af the fowr factory inspectors in 1836
trying to enforce the Factory Act. Youw have seen the

/a evidence af abuse of the law and yow are unhappy

with the present system. Write a letter to the Home

\ Secretary suggesting ways to improve the law and
s af enforcing it.




Using these sentence starters, dwws&whatgﬂwkjwnmv
that youw didn't do hefore this lesson. We will share our

opinions with the rest of the class. Be prepared to speak.

In my opinion, the Factory Act of 1844 improved / did not
unmreﬂwhw/sojlvmnmduldrmw
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