
Amba’s Birthday Surprise Quick Questions
1.	 How old is Amba? 

								                 

2.	 Find and copy a word which shows that Amba 
was surprised when she saw the kitten. 

								                 

3.	 Why were there holes in the big, brown box? 

�  

�

4.	 What do you think Amba did next? 

�  

�  

�

Amba woke up a long time before the sun came 
through her bedroom window that morning. 
Today was her seventh birthday! She leapt out 
of bed quickly and ran downstairs to the living 
room. She could see pink balloons and a pile of 
presents wrapped in paper. Mum came carefully 
into the room holding a big, brown box.

“Why don’t you open this one first?” she asked 
with a smile.

Amba peered at the box. It had little holes cut 
out of the top. She lifted the lid off slowly and 
gave a gasp. Lying on a soft, cosy blanket was a 
tiny, grey kitten. This was the best birthday ever!

10 
16 
24 
33 
43 
50 
58

67 
70

80 
91 
102 
111

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-8670-ks1-60-second-reads-activity-pack


AnswersAmba’s Birthday Surprise

1.	 How old is Amba? 

Seven years old

2.	 Find and copy a word which shows that Amba 
was surprised when she saw the kitten. 

gasp

3.	 Why were there holes in the big, brown box? 

Accept any response that references the kitten 
needing to breathe, such as: There were holes in 
the box so that the kitten inside could breathe.

4.	 What do you think Amba did next? 

Accept any sensible prediction related to the  
text, such as: Amba took the  kitten out of the  
box and gave it a cuddle.

Amba woke up a long time before the sun came 
through her bedroom window that morning. 
Today was her seventh birthday! She leapt out 
of bed quickly and ran downstairs to the living 
room. She could see pink balloons and a pile of 
presents wrapped in paper. Mum came carefully 
into the room holding a big, brown box.

“Why don’t you open this one first?” she asked 
with a smile.

Amba peered at the box. It had little holes cut 
out of the top. She lifted the lid off slowly and 
gave a gasp. Lying on a soft, cosy blanket was a 
tiny, grey kitten. This was the best birthday ever!
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